The role of T cells in autoimmune uveitis.
Autoimmune diseases result from the activation of self-reactive T cells recognizing autoantigens or foreign antigens cross-reactive with an autoantigen. T cells are thought to play a major role in autoimmune diseases in different organs, including the eye. This review focuses on the role of T cells in autoimmune uveitis in humans and in animal models of experimental autoimmune uveitis. Since rheumatoid arthritis is an autoimmune disease that has been studied far more extensively than uveitis, we have also included a review of clinical and experimental observations relevant to that disease.